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Tourism is often an inseparable and consider-
able part of the economies of many countries.
Despite some recently emerging tendencies in
growth, the field of tourism in Georgia is still
rather undeveloped. Priority has been given to
the comfortable and thus more expensive part

et

of this industry, namely resort and entertain-

ment tourism. At the same time, the lack of i

development of relevant infrastructure can be
compensated not only by big financial invest-
ments but also by the precise and accurate
choice of directions of tourism to promote.
One such average and even low comfort (and
thus low-budget) direction is based on tours

to geographical, geological and other natural
monuments. Geotourism is visiting of geo-
logical or geographical objects in nature with
scientific, thought provoking, entertaining or
other purposes. Geological tourism can be

the subject of interest not only for geologists
but also for students and simply nature lovers.
Large numbers and variety of natural monu-
ments will allow organizing different levels of
tourist iineraries with overnight stays in camp-
grounds, outdoor meals and other exotic activi-
ties that are valued by many foreign tourists.
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To give an example of the success of geotour-
ism, the data from Department of Trade and
Industry of Norway can be cited. This country
was one of the first that started to follow the
principles of geotourism by signing the Nation-
al Geographic Geotourism Charter. National
Geographic, within the framework of Traveler
magazine, has declared the Norwegian fjords

to be the most attractive tourist object in the

world. The choice was made according to the
principles of geotourism defined as “tourism
that sustains or enhances the geographical

character of a place — its environment, culture, r

aesthetics, heritage, and the well-being of its
residents”.

This definition reflects the basic principles, val-
ues, and purposes of sustainable, resource-sav-
ing tourism. The orientation toward this type of
tourism agrees with the tourism development

! plan worked out by Department of Trade and
% Industry of Norway. The plan mentions that

the concept of geotourism is used in regard to
any direction of tourism as a whole, including

5 TYpH3Mm KaK HEOTEEMAEMARA M 3a4acTyIo

BECBMAE IHaYMTEeNbHaA 00NacTh 3KOHOMMKM
MHOMMX rOCYAapCTe cTan YacTeko obpaza
MUIHW W BLINOAHABT BaMHYK dyHKUMIO
NCHMXONOrMYecKoro |1 ¢|H3l-'lﬂﬂ OrA4ecKoro
BOCCTaHOBNEHIMA J'IFD,EE,EFI, CHGCUECTBHI'ET Hx
Hay4YHOMY, KYNbTYPHO-NO3HABATENBHOMY M
ICTETHMECKOMY Pa3BHM-THHD.

HECMGTﬂH Ha HaMETHELUMECA B NOCAedHES

| BPpEMA ONpeaenedHble TeEHAEH LMK
| pocTa, TYPUCTH-YECKanA OTPACNb
. Tpyauu paseura goctatouHo cnabo.

MNpvopUTETHEIM HanpaeneHnem uibpaxo
pa-3BUTHE CTaHAAPTHON - KOMORTHOM

W, COOTBETCTBEHHO, AOPOrOCTOIOLLEN
coTagnAwLWer 3Toro B1u-3Heca, a

MMEHHO — KYPOPTHBLIA M NO3HaBaTENLHO-
pasBnekaTentHbii Typu3m. B To e pems
HEOOCTAaTOMHOCTL Pa3BMTHA COOTBETCTBYIOLLEN
WHGPACTPYKTYPEI MOMHO KOMNEHCUPOBATL
HE TONbKO KPYNHbIMK GU-HaHCOBLIMM
BAWBAHWAMM B 3Ty 0BAACTb, HO M YETHMM

M TOYHbIM BoIDOpOM HaNpaeneHWK

TYypHM3ama, OaHKMM M3 TaKKMX HanpaBneHui,
3aBe0MO PacCYMTaAHHbLIX Ha CPEaHHIA

M O3He HU3KMK YypoBeHb KomdopTa, a,
COOTBETCTBEHHO, M CTOMMOCTH, ABNAETCA
TYPM3M, CBA3aHHBLIM C NOCEWEHMEM M
QCMOT=POM reorpaduyeckmx, reoNorMYeckmnx

y M OpYrvX NamATHUKOB Npupoael. leoTypuam

= 310 NYyTE-LUECTEMA C HaY4HBIMM,
Ao3HaeaTenbHEIMM, pESB.ﬂEHaTEﬂthIMH

M OpYrMMHA UenAamH, CONPoBOMOaKIWMEeCcA
OCMOTPOM ME-0A0MMYECKMX W reorpaduyeckmnx
0BLEeKTOB NpUpoAabl. [e0AOTMYECKMA TYRPU3M
MHTEPECEH KaK ANA CNeLManuCcTOB-Fe0N0roR,
TakK W ANA CTYAEHTOR W NpocTo nbuTtensi
npvpogel. Hanuuyre MHOroYMUC-NeHHbIX U
pasHooDpazHBIX NPUPOOHLIX NAMATHHKOE
NoZBOAWT OPraHM20BaTe padnM4vHbBIE MO
YRPOB-HID MNO3HABATENBHOCTH M CNOMHOCTH
TYPUCTHYECKMEe MapLLpYTel, Npeanonararowye
HOYE2BKM B Na—~-AaTOYHbBIX Narepax; NMUTaHKWE HA
NPUPOAE U APYTYIO IK3OTHRKY, CTONb Menasmylo
COBREMEHHBIMM 3aNaAHEIMKU TYPHUCTaMM.

Kak npumep ycnewHoro paseMTHA 3Toro eMaa
TYypUCTHYECcHOro BU3HECa MOMHO NPUEECTH




everything that makes the given region unique,
.e. flora, fauna, history, culture and traditions,
tuisine etc. The conservation and maintenance
of these traits are the key principles, since the
very value of the region depends directly on its
authenticity and uniqueness.

The territory of Georgia is a true natural geo-
logical reserve with a bulk of various unique
geological and geographical objects that

include astonishing mountain passes, numer-
ous healing springs and crystal-clear lakes, high
mountains and rocks, plenty of karst objects,
glaciers and much more. The diversity of
Georgian landscapes, from seaside and desert
to mountain, determines the abundance and
variety of such beautiful and unique natural
‘monuments. Such natural monuments include
water locations like the seaside, lakes, rivers,
waterfalls and springs; botanical areas with

relic vegetation, inscribed in Red Book; com-
plex landscapes, geological outcroppings; sum-
mits; and epigenetic valleys. Also, one can find
paleontological objects, caves, paleovolcanic,
archaeological, anthropogenic, mineralogical
objects, etc.

The long and complicated history of develop-
ment of Caucasus’ territory as a whale and

Fthe territory of Georgia in particular formed

‘a peculiar and uncommon combination of
natural objects, landscapes and processes, and
ithas made it one of the unique regions of our
planet. Here forests meet with a semi-desert;
mountainous, coniferous forests alternate with
rich and colourful alpine and sub-alpine mead-
ows (Fig. 9). Plateaus are superseded by high
peaks covered with snow and glaciers. In some
instances, Georgia even surpasses such ac-
tlaimed gems of nature as some regions of the
Alpine countries in variety and splendour of
many geographical and geological phenomena.
n some foreign countries, such kind of rec-
reational activity is rather well developed. In
spite of geotourism being fascinating, thought
j.‘r_munl-:ing, and above all abrand new kind of
:I‘tﬁurism. so far there are only a few geotourist
tineraries for a few regions of Georgia. Thanks
‘to the variety of natural resources, it is possible
Hodevelop many types of attractive tourist itin-
feraries. With the promotion of this kind of
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AaH-Hble MMHUCTEPCTBA NPOMBILLAEHHOCTH

W Toproenu Hopeerwu. Hopeeruma - ogHa

W3 NepBbIX CTpaH, 00A3aBLIMXCA CNegoBaTh
NPUHLKWNAM reoTypM3Ma, NoANMcas
HauuoHanbHYIO TYPUCTHHEC-KYID XapTHUID
reorpadguueckoro coobuwecrtea. National
Geographic, B pamkax wzpavua Traveler,
o0bbABMNA HOPBEMCKME dropabl Cambim
NpYBASKaTENbHBIM TYPUCTHYECKMM OBBERTOM
B mupe. Bol-bop Boin obocHoBaH NpUHUKMNaMK
reoTypMsama, onpegenfemoro, Kak "emg,
TYPWM3Ma, Hanpae/eHHbIA Ha COXpaHeHue,
noafepHaHue M NPoABUHEHHWE NPUPOAHOro
M KyNbTYPHOro cBoeobpa3sMA Toro MAW MHOro
peroHa M, Takum obpazom, NPUMHOCALMIA
nNonb3y mectHomy coobiecTsy B uenom”.

370 onpeaeneHne OTPamaeT OCHOBHEIE
NOAOHKEHMA, UEHHOCTH M YCTAHOBKM
YCTOWYMBOrO, WK pecypcocbeperaowero,
Typr3ma. OpHMeHTauMA Ha TAKOW BUA,
dKTHEHOND OoTAblxXa COOTESTCTEYET NAaHYy
PasBMTHA B 0BNACTH TYPH3IMA, NPUHATOMY
MUHMETEPCTEOM NPOMBILLAEHHOETH K
Toproenu Hopeeruy. B naaHe oTMeYyeHo,

YTO NOHATHE “TeoTYPUIM MCNO/b3YeTCA B
OTHOWEHWK TOMO MAK MHOMO TYPUCTUHECKOTO
HanpaeneHWA B LEN0M, BKAOYaA BCe, YTo
AENaeT AaHHbIM PErMOH YHUHaNb-HbIM, T.2.
dnopy v hayHy, MCTOPHID, MECTHYIO KYNETYPY
M TPaaMLUMK, KYXHIO M MHOroe apyroe. Mx
COXpaHeHWe W NoAAepHaHue ABNAKTCA
KAKOYEBBIMM MO3MLMAMM, NOCKOMAbBKY Cama
LLEHHOCTE pe~rMoHa HanpAMYK CBA3aHa C ero
AYTEHTHMYHOCTLIO M OPUIMHANBHOCTEIO".

Tepputopua fPyY3nK - HACTOAWMK NPUPCAHbIA
reonorMYeckr 3anoseaHHE ¢ BonbLINM
KONW-YecTEOM pa3HoOBpasHbIX YHUKANbHBIX
regnoro-reorpagmyeckmx obreerTos. 310
HpaCHBEﬁU,IHE ne-peegajibl, MHOMOYHCNEHHbBIE
uenebHsle MCTOYHMKK M YUCTEHLLME D3Epa,
BbICOKHE TOpBl M CEaNkl; obunue BEadpPCTOBRIX
l‘.‘llﬁ'l:nJE'IlE‘I'I:'_'I'I?.J NeHHEOBEOE BEICOROIopeE M
MHOroe, MHOMoE Opyroe,

TeppuTOopMA TPY3MK - 3TO PasnUYHbIE THNbI
NaHAWAaGTOB - OT MOPCKMX A0 aNbNUHCKKMX, YTO
W onpegenneT Hanuume DoNbLIOro KONWYECTEa
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tourism, our country will have the additional opportunity to profit economically from its rich
natural resources. It is impossible to com pletely separate nature from human influence for the
purpose of saving it. It is necessary to organize “civilized” conditions for tourists’ use of natural re-
sources, i.e. to create an incentive for restoration and conservation of the environment. Addition-
ally, tourist visits to remote areas will favour a better relationship with nature and an increase in
understanding of nature’s -vulnerahi_li!;-,n'Th'is could be better understood using geological objects
as an example. The whole history of the earth, the evidence of geological processes of last bil-
lions of years, is compactly imprinted on these geological objects. If lost, we will be unable able
to recover these historical records.

The participation in geotourist trips raises the level of education about earth science, forms the
ecological consciousness and, and promotes a healthy lifestyle. During such trips, the information
about interesting geological objects is accumulated, public opinion about the importance of pre-
serving such kinds of formations is formed, and society becomes involved in solving the problems
of conservation, :

In XXI century, Georgian geologists should extend the boundaries of their professional interests to
be in close contact with tourism and ed ucation due to the increasing popularity of such fields as
geoeducation and conservation of geological monuments. It is necessary to mention that several
years ago the European Association for the Conservation of the Geological Heritage was formed,
headquartered in Uppsala, Sweden. In addition to the daily practical work in workgroups and con-
sulting services by highly skilled specialists, there are annual congresses and exhibitions organized
within the framework of the organization. This helps the promotion of this area of knowledge

and tourism in the member countries of the Association. What prevents Georgia from becoming
the full member of this professional society? We think that it is only a question of will to become
a part of this society, since according to the regulations of the Association its doors are open for
virtually everybody. The more our country will participate in the activities of similar international
organizations, the faster and easier will be the process of integration into the European family.
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pakoHax Byget cnocobereo-eaTh Gonee TecH OMY X CONMKEHWIO C NPUPOAOH, NOHUMAHMWIO

€€ XPYNKOCTH, PAHMMOCTH M HE3aLWMLWEHHOCTH, OcoBeHHO XOPOLUD 3TO BOCNPUHMMAETCA Ha
npumepe reonorniyecknx obeex-Tos. Beab B HUX B KOHULEHTPUPOBAHHOM BUAE 3aneyaTneHa
MCTOPMA 3eMNK, 3aPMKCMPOBaHbI CBM-AETENLCTEA Fe0NOrMYECKMX NPOLEeccos B MCTOPMK Halwen
AAAHETB] OT COBPEMEHHOCTM A0 PETPO-CNEKTUBLI Ha MUAIMOHBI M MUAAKapAB! NeT. flame ux
YaCTHYHaRA yTpaTa CTAaHOBWTCA HEBOCNONHM-MOHM,

Bnarogapa y4actuio B reomaplupyTax NoBbIWAETCA YPOBEHb SHaHMI Yenoseka 8 obnacTu HayK o
3emne, BOCNMTLIBAIOTCA SKONOTUMECKOE COSHAaHWE, SKONOTUYECKaR KyIbTYPa, nponaraHaupyerca
3A0poBbIA 06pas #mu3HK. Bo Bpema NpoBeAeHMA reOMapLLIPYTOB HaKanMBaeTcA matepuan

06 WH-TepecHbIX reonormyecknx obberTax, GopMUpyeTca obLECTEEHHOE MHEHWE O BaKHOCTH
CoxXpaHe-HWA NogobHoro eWaa obpasosaHui, NPUBAEKAETCA BHMMAaHWE LIMPOKMX KPYros
0BuUIeCTBEHHOCTH K BONPOCaM OXPaHbl NPHPOaLI.

Heobxoaumo, utobel reonorua 1 reanoru Mpysumn XXI Bexa pacluMpanmi rpaHMLbl CEOMX npo-
heccMoHanbHbIX MHTEPECDB, TECHO CONPUKACAACH € TYPU3MOM W NPOCBELLEHWUEM, T.K. Ha pARAay
C reo-Typu3mom 6obLIYI NONYAAPHOCTL BO BCEM MMPE CEroAHA NPMoBpeTaloT Takue

HOBbIE HaNpaB-NeHWA Kak recobpasoBaHne W KOHCEPBaLWA re0NOTMYeCcKMX NaMATHUHOB.
Heobxoaumo oTMeTHTL, YTO HECKOLKO NeT Ha3ap, Bbina co3gaHa Eeponeickan accoumalms
HOHCEpBAUMK reoiorMyecknx namaTHUKOE ProGEOD (The European Association for the Con-
servation of the Geological Heritage) c wrabksapTvpoii B ropoge Yncana (Weeuws). Kpome
NOBCeAHEBHOW NpaKkTHYeckoi paboTel B pa-604MX rPYNNax M OKA3aHWA KOHCYNLTALMIA
BbICOKOKBANUPULMPOBAHHBIMM CNELMANWUCTAMM, B PaM-KaX OPraHu3alii NpoBoaATCA
EMErOAHbIE CLE3AbI M BEICTABKW B PAa3/NIMYHBIX CTPaHax, 4To cno-cobCTeyeT paseuTHIo 3Tol
06AaCcTH 3HaHWMIA M TYPM3Ma B CTPaHaX - YieHax Accoumaumm. YTo meta—er lpyawum craTte
NONHONPABHBIM Y41EHOM 3TOTO NpodeccioHantHoro coobulectea? Mol Aymaem, YTo 3To AMLLb
BONPOC HeNaHwuA, T.K. B COOTBETCTBMM C YCTasoM ABepH ACCOLMALIMM NPAKTMYEC-KM OTKPBITHI
Ana scex. Yem bonkliee yuactve GyaeT NPUHMMAaTE Halla cTpaHa B paboTe aHanorMY—HbIX
MEXAYHAPOAHBIX OpraHusaumi, Tem BeicTpee 1 besbonesHeHHee oHa CMOMeET WHTErPMPOBaTbL-CA
B EBPONENCKYI0 CEMBIO, K YEMY TaK G0N0 W TPYAHO MAET.
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